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Real Estate
Potential

Faced with a population increase of more than 5 billion people, efficiency 
has been forced upon the city. This radical change had materialized in the 
formation of the 

     :a semi-autonomous network of communities, districts, and 
transportation nodes that have formed underground. This has become the 
culmination of man’s mastery over the environment, able to roof itself in, gird 
itself about, and burrow itself under the city’s naturally undulating terrain. At 
its core lies the catalytic Central Subway system, which connects three new 
subterranean expansions beneath the embalmed fabric of highly regulated 
SOMA, Downtown, and Chinatown.  Here, subtraction has led to a new type 
of real estate speculation beneath the Old City’s streets, where the ground 
has become an artificial datum point: a thickened territory that blurs the 
boundaries between above/below, interior/exterior, and public/private urban 
space.

Union Square : 2050 - a future where capitalism rules the underground...

- Vacant Lots
- Abandoned Buildings
- Buildings built before 1973 structural 
code changes (seismic risk)

- Historic preservation regulations 
have deemed much of downtown as 
off limits to building
- Geographic restraints prevent further 
sprawl

- Infrastructural space (streets) as 
uninhabited territory (terra incognita)
- vertical plots of land introduced


